
 

 

  

 

 

Thorsten Wetzling, Non-Resident Fellow 

Dr. Thorsten Wetzling works as Senior Research Fellow at the Brandenburg Institute for Society 

and Security (BIGS) in Potsdam. He currently directs a capacity-building initiative for European 

civil security research funded by the German Ministry of Research and Education. Thorsten 

Wetzling holds a doctorate degree (magna cum laude) in political science from the Graduate 

Institute of International and Development Studies in Geneva. Thorsten is particularly interested 

in the institutions, norms and administration of European and North American intelligence 

governance as well as the practice and reform of contemporary accountability mechanisms. 

Before coming to Potsdam in September 2013, Thorsten worked as Senior Fellow at The Hague 

Institute for Global Justice and Advisor for the Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of 

Armed Forces (DCAF) on various projects related to data privacy in transatlantic relations, civil-

military affairs and security sector governance in Morocco and Tunisia. From 2009 until 2011, 

Thorsten was a Transatlantic Post-Doctoral Fellow for International Relations and Security 

(TAPIR) working at the Center for Transatlantic Relations at Johns Hopkins University in 

Washington, D.C, the French Institute for International Relations (ifri) in Paris and the RAND 

Corporation in Arlington, VA. 

Recent Publications: 

 Frans-Paul van der Putten, Thorsten Wetzling, Susanne Kamerling (2014): Geopolitics and 

Maritime Security in the Indian Ocean: What role for the European Union? Policy Brief. The 

Hague Institute for Global Justice / Clingendael - Netherlands Institute of International 

Relations.  

 Thorsten Wetzling and Stefan Heuman (2014): Strategische Auslandsüberwachung: 

Technische Möglichkeiten, rechtlicher Rahmen und parlamentarische Kontrolle. Policy Brief. 

(Berlin: stiftung neue verantwortung). Reviewed and discussed by www.zeit.de and 

www.netzpolitik.de  

 Wetzling, Thorsten (2014). “Das Geheimnis der Geheimdienstkontrolle” [The Secret of 

Intelligence Oversight], Blätter für deutsche und internationale Politik, Issue 2/2014, pp.57-62. 

Available online at: www.blaetter.de  

 Wetzling, Thorsten and Jill Coster van Voorhout. (2013). The Brics Development Bank: A 

partner for the Post-2015 Agenda? Policy Brief No. 7. (The Hague: The Hague Institute for 

Global Justice). Available online at: www.thehagueinstitute.org  

 Wetzling, Thorsten (2013). “No such thing as internet freedom, says your virtual landlord” in: 

Green European Journal. Available at: www.greeneuropeanjournal.eu  

http://thehagueinstituteforglobaljustice.org/cp/uploads/publications/Policy_Brief_11-_GeopoliticsAndMaritimeSecurityInTheIndianOcean_1407342401.pdf
http://thehagueinstituteforglobaljustice.org/cp/uploads/publications/Policy_Brief_11-_GeopoliticsAndMaritimeSecurityInTheIndianOcean_1407342401.pdf
http://www.bigs-potsdam.org/images/weitere_Publikationen/SNV%20Policy_Brief_Strategische%20Auslandsberwachung%20LANGVERSION.pdf
http://www.bigs-potsdam.org/images/weitere_Publikationen/SNV%20Policy_Brief_Strategische%20Auslandsberwachung%20LANGVERSION.pdf
http://www.zeit.de/
http://www.netzpolitik.de/
http://www.blaetter.de/
http://www.thehagueinstitute.org/
http://www.greeneuropeanjournal.eu/no-such-internet-freedom-says-your-virtual-landlord/
http://www.greeneuropeanjournal.eu/


 

 Wetzling, Thorsten. (2012). "EU-U.S. counter-terrorism cooperation: What role for what rule 

of law?", in Patryk Pawlak (ed.), Beyond terrorism and privacy. The EU-U.S. security and 

justice agenda in action. Chaillot Paper Nr. 127. (Paris: The European Union Institute for 

Security Studies). Available online at www.iss.europa.eu  

 

http://www.iss.europa.eu/publications/detail/article/the-eu-us-security-and-justice-agenda-in-action/

